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Dear Friends and Neighbors,
This year’s 60-day legislative session adjourned on March 10. While I had 
hoped the Capitol would be open to the public this session, we once again 
operated in a largely remote environment. With restrictions lifting and life 
getting back to normal more each day, I look forward to the Legislature 
returning to business as usual next year. It’s important that happens, not only 
for transparency’s sake and public engagement, but also because there is less 
partisanship when lawmakers are able to have face-to-face meetings with each 
other.
The 2022 session was not only deeply partisan, but it was also incredibly 
disappointing for those of us who came in with optimism that lawmakers 
would fix what’s broken in our state. During the interim, I spent a lot of time 
working with my fellow members on the House floor team, Reps. Chris Corry 
and Jacquelin Maycumber, to develop an agenda aimed at fixing existing 
failures and meeting the needs of all Washingtonians. 
Included in our agenda were bills to provide tax relief and make life more 
affordable, make our communities safer, hold state government accountable, 
and empower parents to help their children succeed in school and in life. At 
the end of the day, however, most of these bills were killed by the majority. 
Outside of spending more of your hard-earned dollars to balloon our state 
budget to $65 billion, very little was done to address:
 • A homelessness crisis that has only gotten worse.
 • A child care affordability and accessibility crisis.
 • A bottom 10 ranking in housing affordability.
 • Drug overdose deaths.
 • An increase in violent crime.
 • The fewest number of police officers per thousand people.
 • Heartbreaking outcomes for children in our foster care system.
 • Unhealthy forests, which contribute to catastrophic wildfires.
 • Significant cost overruns for transportation projects.
We have to do better going forward. The status quo is unacceptable. 
As you read through this newsletter, please know I welcome your comments, 
questions and concerns. I encourage you to call or email me anytime so we can 
work together to make our district the best place in the state to live, work, go 
to school, raise a family, and retire. 
It is an honor to serve you.
Sincerely,

Rep. Drew MacEwen
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DESPITE $15 BILLION BUDGET SURPLUS, 
DEMOCRATS CHOSE NOT TO PROVIDE 
MEANINGFUL TAX RELIEF
As with every session, good and bad bills advanced to the 
governor’s desk, but the biggest story of all may have been 
what the Legislature didn’t do.
Despite having a $15 billion budget surplus to work with, 
the majority opted against providing any tax relief for you 
and your family. House Republicans pushed hard for a 
permanent half-point sales tax cut to be funded in the $65 
billion operating budget we passed, but our efforts were 
rebuffed. At the end of the day, the majority didn’t even end 
up passing their own bill to provide a three-day sales tax 
holiday in September to help families with back-to-school 
costs. They simply ended up spending nearly all of the $15 
billion surplus.
It is hard to imagine a bigger missed opportunity at a 
time when Washingtonians are dealing with skyrocketing 
inflation (now at a 40-year high), the highest gas prices 
we’ve seen since 2008, and ongoing supply chain challenges. 
We had more than enough money in state coffers to fund 
our shared priorities and provide meaningful tax relief. That 
just wasn’t a priority for Democrats this session.

At $65 billion, our state budget has now more than doubled 
in size since the 2011-13 biennium. I don’t know anyone 
who has seen their household budget increase 111% in the 
last 10 years. Spending $65 billion in state funds while only 
leaving a four-year ending fund balance of $348 million is 
a mistake that I only hope doesn’t come back to haunt us 
down the road.

NO EMERGENCY POWERS REFORM YET 
AGAIN THIS SESSION
One of the other major disappointments of the session was 
the Legislature’s failure to pass emergency powers reform. 
It has now been about 800 days since Governor Inslee 
declared a state of emergency in response to the COVID 
pandemic. 
Republicans in the Legislature have always said the 
executive branch needs to have the ability to respond 
quickly to pandemics, natural disasters, terrorist attacks, 
and other emergencies. At the same time, we have argued no 
person in state government should have indefinite unilateral 
authority to change lives and livelihoods on a whim. That 
is why for the past two sessions, we have pushed so hard 
to implement emergency powers reform. We believe it is 
critical to ensure the Legislature has a role to play in all 
future states of emergency. 
Before session even began, we introduced an emergency 
powers reform bill that would have restored the balance of 
power between the executive and legislative branches. While 
that bill received a public hearing, it was ultimately killed by 
House Democrats. Over in the Senate, Democrats advanced 
their own emergency powers bill (Senate Bill 5909) that 
editorial boards around the state called ‘ineffective,’ 
‘weak,’ and ‘milquetoast.’ It simply wasn’t true reform.
When that bill came to the House floor for a vote, 
House Republicans introduced an amendment in 
an attempt to make it stronger. After several of our 
members spoke in favor of the amendment, House 
Speaker Laurie Jinkins abruptly stopped 
debate on the bill and never brought it 
back up for a vote.
When asked why she made that 
decision, Speaker Jinkins said we 
talked too much. 
Seeing as we had the time to 
pass a bill making pickleball 
the state’s official sport, it was 
somewhat surprising to hear her 
blame us for talking too much 
on an issue of actual importance.



2022 LEGISLATIVE UPDATE • 35TH DISTRICT
SOME WINS FOR THE 35TH DISTRICT IN 
THE 2022 SUPPLEMENTAL CAPITAL AND 
TRANSPORTATION BUDGETS

In terms of good news this 
session, the $1.5 billion 
2022 supplemental capital 
budget approved by the 
Legislature is set to build 
on the 2021-23 capital 
budget and make further 

investments in housing, infrastructure, mental health 
facilities, broadband, and school seismic safety. 
In addition to the more than $25 million in local project 
funding Rep. Dan Griffey and I secured in the 2021-23 
capital budget, we were able to secure another $5.3 million 
in this year’s budget.
Some of the investments for our district include:
 • $3.25 million to upgrade the headworks at the Shelton 

Water Reclamation Plant, which provide screening for 
the removal of debris and grit to protect pumps and 
membranes used in downstream treatment processes. 
Completion of this project will eventually allow 
the City of Shelton to end discharges into Oakland 
Bay, decrease negative impacts to our local shellfish 
industry, and improve overall water quality in the area.

 • $1.28 million for the design and construction of 
modular buildings and the creation of office space 
and confidential mental health screening booths for 
incarcerated individuals at Washington Corrections 
Center in Shelton.

 • $550,000 for Rustlewood Water System upgrades, 
which will provide much-needed water system 
reliability improvements and help reduce downstream 
risk of potential damage to lower elevation properties.

 • $400,000 for improvements to water systems being 
operated by the Port 
of Allyn.

 • $300,000 toward 
the new Allyn 
Community Center.

 • $250,000 to upgrade 
the HVAC system at 
the Turning Pointe 
Survivor Advocacy 
Center in Shelton.

 • $206,000 to provide 
secure parking for 

the Shelton Police Department and Municipal Court 
in order to improve overall safety for officers and 
employees.

The capital budget was approved 49-0 in the Senate and 
98-0 in the House.

The 2022 supplemental transportation 
budget approved by the Legislature 
will provide $11.6 billion for the 
2021-23 transportation budget. Funds 
in the budget are allocated for the 
maintenance and preservation of current 
transportation systems, the Washington 
State Department of Transportation 
(WSDOT), Washington State Ferries, 
the Washington State Patrol, and other 
state transportation agencies.
In both budgets, Rep. Dan Griffey and I were able to 
retain funding for all existing Connecting Washington 
transportation projects in the 35th. We also worked to 
ensure several items, including those listed below, were 
incorporated into the budget.
 • $12 million for the Highway 3 Freight Corridor, also 

known as the Belfair Bypass.
 • $2.6 million for US 101/Lynch Road intersection 

improvements.
 • $2.54 million in funding for Mason Transit Park and 

Ride development.
 • $2.3 million in additional funding for the future 

Silverdale Transit Center.
 • $650,000 for Wallace Kneeland Boulevard and 

Shelton Springs Road intersection improvements.
In addition, we both voted in favor of Senate Bill 5488, 
which will allocate more state funding for the Tacoma 
Narrows Bridge account. With this new infusion of 

funding, the Washington 
State Transportation 
Commission is expected to 
be able to reduce tolls on 
the bridge.
The 2022 supplemental 
transportation budget 
was approved 45-4 in the 
Senate and 93-5 in the 
House.
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NOTE: Since it is an election year, I am restricted from sending out any 
more legislative communications until the end of the year. However, I 
can respond to constituents who contact me. If you have any comments, 
questions or concerns, please feel free to get in touch and I’ll respond as 
soon as I can.
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Below are just some of the ways to get involved in the legislative 
process and state government: 

Legislative Hotline  (800) 562-6000

governor.wa.gov Governor’s office | (360) 902-4111

leg.wa.gov Legislative information

access.wa.gov State agencies, boards and commissions

tvw.org Coverage of state government, politics and  
public policy 

apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo Bill information and tracking 

leg.wa.gov/civiced Civic education for students and teachers

RepresentativeDrewMacEwen.com Rep. Drew MacEwen | (360) 786-7902


