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Dear Friends and Neighbors,

I have always believed people come before politics, and have worked 
hard to advocate for the priorities you have shared with me since I 
joined the Legislature in 2013. Although I haven’t had the opportu-
nity to serve in the majority in Olympia, I have remained committed 
to working across the aisle to help solve the challenges we face in our 
district and around the state. Over the past two years, four of my bills 
– which you can learn more about inside – have received overwhelm-
ing bipartisan support and been signed into law by the governor. 

As a Legislature, Republicans and Democrats have worked together 
in many areas. We have fully funded K-12 education, made record 
investments in mental and behavioral health services, fixed the state 
Supreme Court’s Hirst decision, provided funds for hundreds of local 
construction projects throughout the state, and more.

However, there is more to do. We must continue to reform our K-12 
education system so every student has the opportunity to succeed. 
We must keep taxes low and enact policies that promote continued 
economic growth in both rural and urban parts of the state. We must 
work to protect and empower the vulnerable by solving the opioid 
crisis, ending homelessness, and continuing to invest in our mental 
health system. Finally, we must pass budgets that are balanced and 
sustainable.

As you read through this newsletter, please know I welcome your 
comments, questions and concerns. The most important part of my 
job is listening to you, and the best ideas come from you — not from 
government.

It is a privilege to serve as your state representative. 

Sincerely,

Drew MacEwen INSIDE:
• Budget overviews

• My legislation

• 35th District capital budget projects
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OPERATING BUDGET
The 2017-19 operating budget we passed last year was the 
most bipartisan spending plan I have had the opportunity 
to vote on during my time in the Legislature. The $43.7 
billion budget is making historic investments and reforms 
in K-12 education. In fact, by the end of the 2019-21 bien-
nium, the Legislature will have increased basic education 
spending by a whopping $13.3 billion since the McCleary 
ruling came down in 2012 — an increase of 99 percent. 

Other highlights of the 2017-19 
operating budget include:

• No capital gains income tax, carbon tax, 
or business and occupation tax 
increase on service businesses;

• Makes critical investments in our 
mental health system, increasing 
access to crisis walk-in centers and 
building on our efforts over the past 
several years;

• Makes a number of improvements 
to our state’s foster care system in an 
effort to bring an end to our ongoing 
foster parent shortage;

• Invests in homelessness relief, 
assisting individuals with a history of 
mental illness and providing housing 
opportunities for homeless youth;

• Increases funding for the State Need 
Grant program, which assists the 
state’s lowest-income undergraduate 
students; and

• Provides a significant rate increase to 
child care providers, many of which 
are struggling.

While I voted in favor of the 2017-19 operating budget, 
I could not cast a vote in favor of the 2018 supplemental 
operating budget. Supplemental budgets are meant to make 
small adjustments and additions to the previous two-year 
spending plan, but the budget we passed this year spends 
an additional $1.2 billion this biennium.

I think that is unwise. Earlier this year, state economists 
projected we would be bringing in $1.3 billion more in 
revenue over the next four years than previously expected. 
For us to immediately spend that projected revenue is not 
fiscally responsible, and leaves us vulnerable to an economic 
slowdown. Additionally, a dangerous precedent was set when 
a gimmick to avoid putting money into the constitutionally 
protected Budget Stabilization Account (or rainy day fund) 
was relied on in order to pass the budget. 

Finally, since the majority party was intent on spending so 
much money, I wish they would have provided property tax 
relief this year instead of putting it off until next year. 

For these reasons, I simply could not support the budget.

Recent History of State Spending
In the 2011-13 biennium, the Legislature passed a $30.9 billion 
budget. The budget we pass for the 2019-21 biennium is projected 
to be more than $50 billion. As the minority party, we do not control 
the purse strings, but we can certainly continue to offer our thoughts 
about the potential consequences of unrestrained spending.

FACT: For the first time since the early 1980s, 
more than 50 percent of the operating budget 
is now dedicated to K-12 education. 
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HIRST AND THE CAPITAL BUDGET
The top priority for the Legislature coming into the 2018 
session was sending a Hirst water rights bill and the 2017-19 
capital budget to the governor’s desk to be signed into law. For-
tunately, we were able to do that by the third week of session.

The $4.17 billion capital budget, which is financed in large part 
by bonds, will fund durable assets like buildings, land acquisi-
tions and improvements to public parks in communities across 
the state.

Locally, we were able to secure nearly $37 million in fund-
ing for projects in the 35th District, including: $3 million to 
build tiny homes for homeless veterans in Mason County, $1.5 
million for sewer repairs in Shelton, $515,000 to provide a 
wastewater connection from the South Kitsap Industrial Area to 
the Belfair Wastewater Reclamation Facility, and $200,000 for 
improvements to Camp Schechter in Tumwater. 

The budget also allocates $475,000 to construct a new building 
for the Holly Ridge Center in Bremerton, which has served res-
idents of the 35th District for more than 50 years. Additionally, 
$27,000 will be spent on shelter resident room improvements, 
technological replacements and security upgrades at the Turn-
ing Pointe domestic violence shelter in Shelton.

As session came to a close, we also passed the $198 million 
supplemental capital budget, which will allocate an additional 
$3.1 million in funding for projects in our district. 

Projects in the 2018  
supplemental capital budget include:
• $1.3 million to replace the structures and fencing in 

the Scatter Creek Wildlife Area that were destroyed in 
a fire in August 2017;

• $742,000 for the design and reconfiguration of the 
Schafer State Park campground in Elma;

• $412,000 to renovate the North Mason Teen Center in 
Belfair;

• $376,000 to update existing facilities at the Port of 
Allyn marina; and

• $288,000 for the William G. Reed Library in Shelton.

I’m proud of the projects we were able to secure for the 
35th District in both capital budgets. They will make a sig-
nificant difference for a lot of people in our communities.

MY LEGISLATION
This year, three of my bills received overwhelming bipartisan 
support and were signed into law by the governor.

House Bill 1022 will codify into state law existing federal law 
to ensure law enforcement agencies provide timely assistance 
to crime victims. Because of this bill, monsters who prey on 
the vulnerable will no longer be able to escape justice for 
months and years on end.

House Bill 1058 will ensure criminal offenders pay court-
ordered restitution to their victims while they are incarcerated. 
Under the bill, courts will be prohibited from granting post-
ponement of an offender’s restitution payments. This means 
crime victims, many of whom have suffered significant finan-
cial losses, will at least have some money coming their way.

House Bill 2261 will affirm counties have a legal right to 
provide support to local housing authorities. I introduced this 
bill after learning from former state Rep. Kathy Haigh — 

now chair of the Mason County Housing Authority — that 
there was some confusion surrounding the law. Prosecutors in 
multiple counties had informed county commissioners of their 
belief that any assistance provided by them to local housing 
authorities could be construed as an illegal gift of public funds. 
My bill will remove any ambiguity once and for all, which is 
important because there is so much good work counties and 
housing authorities can collaborate on to serve local residents.

Another of my bills, House Bill 2224, was signed into law 
last year by the governor. In order to help more high school 
students graduate on time, Math and English language arts 
assessments will be moved up from 11th to 10th grade begin-
ning in 2019, and meeting standard on the state’s biology as-
sessment will be delayed as a graduation requirement until the 
class of 2021. This bill is one of the most consequential pieces 
of reform legislation I have been a part of during my time here 
in the Legislature. Our job is to do what’s in the best interest of 
our students, and I believe we are doing that through this bill.
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ELECTED TO SERVE AS 
ASSISTANT FLOOR LEADER
As the 2018 session was coming to a close, House Re-
publican Leader Dan Kristiansen announced he would 
be retiring from the Legislature. I have a lot of respect 
for Dan, and admire how much he did for our cau-
cus, the Legislature, and the state as a whole. It was an 
honor to serve with him.

Following Dan’s announcement, our caucus had an 
election to determine new leadership positions. Rep. 
J.T. Wilcox was elected leader, while Rep. Drew Stokes-
bary was elected to replace him as floor leader. That left 
a vacancy for the assistant floor leader position, which I 
ran for and was elected to.

In my new role, I will help manage debate on the 
House floor, and represent our caucus in negotiations 
with Democratic floor leaders. I will also provide input 
in leadership meetings about legislative strategy and 
policy decisions. I am looking forward to these new 
responsibilities, and am grateful for the opportunity.

NOTE: Since it is an election year, I am 
restricted from sending out any more legislative 
communications this year. However, I am 
allowed to respond to constituents who contact 
me. If you have any comments, questions or 
concerns, please feel free to get in touch and I 
will respond as soon as I can.


